Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 COTONO01180 261007Z 
12 

ACTION INK- 11 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-00 DRC-01 RSC-01 /024W 

129822 

R 2609 12Z JUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6405 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LOME 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COTONOU 1 180 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AIINR 

SUBJ: MAPS - PROCUREMENT OE MAPS & PUBLICATIONS & GEOGRAPHIC 
REPORTING MISSION 

REP A. A-5609 B. COTONOU 1 130 

1 . DOUBT BENEPIT TO BE GAINED BY VISIT TO COTONOU OF DR. DYER 
AT THIS TIME. AS REF B INDICATES, DAHOMEANS ARE GOING THROUGH 
A PERIOD OF SENSITIVITY TOWARDS FOREIGNERS. PICTURE TAKING AND 
EXTENSIVE INQUIRIES - REGARDLESS OF THE INNOCENCE OF THEIR 
INTENT - COULD AROUDSE UNWARRANTED SUSPICION. 

2. MOREOVER, EMBASSY IS NOT AWARE OF ANY CARTOGRAPHIC FACIL- 
ITIES IN THE COUNTRY. MOST MAPS USED IN DAHOMEY ARE PRO- 
DUCED AND OBTAINABLY IN PARIS. AN EXAMPLE IS THE MOST RECENT 
MAP OP DAHOMEY, REPBLIQUE DU DAHOMEY, WHICH WAS PRINTED IN PARIS 
BY THE INSTITUT GEOGRAPHIQUE NATIONAL. 

3. DR. lAMES B. DAVIS, GEOGRAPHY DIVISION, BUREAU OP CENSUS 
DEPT OP COMMERCE, RECENTLY SPENT EIGHT WEEKS HERE UNDER THE 
AUSPICES OF UNDP ADVISING THE MRGD BUREAU OF STATISTICS ON 
CARGOGRAPHIC TECHNIQUES USED IN PLANNING FOR CENSUS TAKING. 

HE COULD CONFIRM OUR IMPRESSION OF THE LACK OP CARTOGRAPHIC 
SPECIALISTS AND PACILITIES IN DAHOMEY. 

4. IN LIGHT OF ABOVE, DOUBT UTILITY OP DYER VISIT UNLESS IT 
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IS RESTRICTED TO CONFERRING WITH EMBOFFS. 
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